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who passed away peacefully on April 24, 
2015. Bill was born to his loving parents Lewis 
and Ina Walker on May 5, 1925. He was 
raised in Southern Illinois where he attended 
a one-room schoolhouse, and while attending 
school he began working in his father’s gen-
eral merchandise store in Grantsburg, IL as 
well as his father’s furniture store in Vienna, 
IL. 

Bill was very successful in his schooling 
having graduated from Vienna Township High 
School in 1942, Northwestern University in 
1945, and the Harvard Business School’s Mid- 
Officer Certificate program for Navy Supply 
Corps Officers in 1945. Bill was very kind and 
hardworking but above all else, he loved his 
family and they were his most prized posses-
sion. For all who knew Bill, one of his proud-
est achievements in life had been serving as 
an Ensign in the U.S. Navy. He was stationed 
as Commissary Officer on Guam, until he was 
honorably discharged in 1946. Bill later dedi-
cated over 32 years, working for General Elec-
tric (GE) in computer systems until finally retir-
ing in 1988. Bill was passionate about cook-
ing, photography, writing, and working with 
computers. 

On January 16, 1955 Bill married Ms. Joyce 
(Harkins) Walker in northern Georgia and later 
the pair welcomed their son Jeffrey and 
daughter Nancy. After Joyce’s passing, Bill 
married BettyAnn Walker in 1997. The pair 
lived in Naples, Florida until his passing this 
year. Bill is preceded in death by his father 
Lewis; mother Ina; wife Joyce; and his two 
brothers Newton and James. He leaves be-
hind his wife BettyAnn; son Jeff; daughter 
Nancy; sister Elizabeth; and seven grand-
children. I would like to extend my deepest 
condolences to Bill’s entire family. He was a 
great man whose legacy will continue to live 
on, and he will be missed. 
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a devoted leader and out-
standing public servant, the Honorable Adolph 
McLendon, who has served as the Mayor of 
Richland, Georgia since 1974. Under Mayor 
McLendon’s leadership, Richland has become 
a prosperous economic hub and the ideal 
community in which to live. Mayor McLendon 
will be honored for his service by his staff, 
friends, supporters, and the citizens of Rich-
land at a celebration on Monday, May 18, 
2015 at noon at the Richland Hotel in Rich-
land, Georgia. 

A native of Soperton, Georgia, Mayor 
McLendon began devoting his time and talents 
to public service following his graduation from 
Soperton High School. He spent 36 years with 
Seaboard Railroad, and served our country 
honorably in the United States Army and Air 
Force National Guard. 

Always seeking to improve and better his 
community, he served on the Lower Chat-
tahoochee Area Planning and Development 
Committee, the Stewart County Water Board, 
the Board of Richland Banking Company, the 
Board of the Stewart Webster Hospital, and 
the Board of the Rural Health Clinic. 

In 1974, Adolph McLendon was elected 
mayor of Richland, Georgia and during his 33 
years of leadership, he has taken great pride 
in improving and investing in the city of Rich-
land. He has created a business-friendly set-
ting, effectively generating sales tax revenue, 
he has championed the preservation of Rich-
land’s historic downtown Victorian storefronts 
through smart redevelopment, he has ad-
vanced ideas and initiatives to build a diverse 
tax digest, and he has built a political environ-
ment where equal opportunity is not a goal, 
but a reality. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get, you make 
your life by what you give.’’ We are so grateful 
that Mayor McLendon has given so much of 
himself to the city of Richland, Georgia. A man 
of great integrity, he serves as an inspiration 
to other public officials in the city and sur-
rounding areas, as well as to those who strive 
to better their own communities. The residents 
of Richland are truly blessed to have a leader 
who genuinely cares for each and every one 
of them and has their best interests at heart. 

A man of deep and abiding faith, Mayor 
McLendon is an active member of Richland 
United Methodist Church, where he has 
served on and chaired the Board of Stewards 
for many years. He shares his life and accom-
plishments with his wife of 48 years, Margaret. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in honoring and recognizing 
Mayor Adolph McLendon on this special occa-
sion for his significant contributions and endur-
ing dedication to the city of Richland and 
Stewart County, Georgia. 
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize Lowell P. Weicker, Jr., former 
Governor and Senator of Connecticut, on the 
dedication of the Lowell P. Weicker Building at 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Be-
thesda, Maryland. 

Lowell Weicker served as the 85th Governor 
of Connecticut from 1991 to 1995, prior to 
which he represented Connecticut in the 
United States Senate from 1971 to 1989. 

In 1981, when President Reagan submitted 
his first budget to Congress, he proposed sig-
nificant cuts to domestic programs, including 
the NIH and services for the disabled and dis-
advantaged. Then-Senator Weicker led a band 
of Republicans to respond to these proposed 
cuts and worked with Democrats to craft a 
budget that restored funding for the NIH. 

In 1983, Senator Weicker ascended to 
Chairman of the Labor, Health, and Human 
Services Appropriations Subcommittee. From 
that post, Senator Weicker defended the NIH 
from proposed cuts to research on cancer and 
Alzheimer’s, and he held the first hearings on 
HIV/AIDS research. In the early 1980s, few 
Americans understood what the AIDS virus 
was and how it was transmitted. Many held 

prejudices against those who were most ini-
tially affected by the disease. 

Senator Weicker was ahead of his time in 
seeing HIV/AIDS as an emerging health crisis. 
While support for AIDS research was con-
troversial, Senator Weicker stood firm in his 
support for science and the community, and 
preserved research from the threat of preju-
dice. Senator Weicker recognized the need for 
our government to fight the AIDS epidemic 
comprehensively, from research to treatment 
to public education. Senator Weicker implored 
his colleagues to change their attitudes on 
AIDS, asking them, ‘‘When in America did we 
ask how you got sick before coming to your 
assistance?’’ 

In 1986, Senator Weicker played a critical 
role in securing the first funding for clinical 
trials on AZT and treatment for 10,000 AIDS 
infected patients. AZT was a transformative 
and first in a line of drugs that helped turned 
the tide in treatment for HIV/AIDS. Weicker’s 
support laid the groundwork for the approval 
of AZT as an effective treatment by the FDA 
in 1987. 

As Chairman of the Labor-Health Appropria-
tions Subcommittee, Senator Weicker did 
more than defend the NIH budget, he helped 
secure a 56 percent increase, translating into 
lifesaving research for millions of Americans. 
Moreover, Senator Weicker led the fight to 
grow federal funding to combat AIDS from $64 
million in 1984 to $925 million in 1988. 

He also worked for health and education 
programs for physically and developmentally 
disabled persons and the poor. Weicker spon-
sored the Protection and Advocacy for the 
Mentally Ill Act in 1985 and in 1988 introduced 
legislation that would become the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

Even after his service in the U.S. Senate, 
he has continued to champion medical re-
search, launching Research!America in 1989, 
and serving as President of the Board of Di-
rectors of Trust for America’s Health, and as 
a Director of the National Library of Medicine 
of the National Institutes of Health since Feb-
ruary 2003. 

On Tuesday, May 5, the National Institutes 
of Health held a ceremony dedicating the 
newly-renovated Lowell P. Weicker Building, 
where scientists in the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases will conduct the 
lifesaving research then-Senator Weicker 
fought so hard to protect. Speakers at the 
ceremony included Dr. Francis Collins, Direc-
tor of the National Institutes of Health, Dr. An-
thony Fauci, Director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Re-
search!America President Mary Woolley and 
former Senator Tom Harkin, a colleague of 
Senator Weicker who worked with him on a bi-
partisan basis to secure funding for the NIH. 
Each speaker highlighted Senator Weicker’s 
achievements on health policy as a senator, 
especially with regard to NIH research on HIV/ 
AIDS. 

It was a fitting tribute at NIH for Lowell 
Weicker, worthy of the champion who fought 
bravely to protect its buildings and the irre-
placeable research conducted inside them. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Governor Weicker on the dedication of the 
Lowell P. Weicker Building and for his lifelong 
dedication to disadvantaged Americans. 
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